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READY FOR IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT!!! 


‘Amtrak = 


The 1978-79 AMTRAK ANNUAL 


Carl loucks 
~.-Selling Railroad Timetables 
Employee Timetables, Public Timetables, 
Brochures, Guides, Postcards, Tickets, a 
full line of transporation paper items. New 


catalogue issued monthly. Stamped Self 
Addressed Envelope for iatest list and 
specials. 


199 Wayland St., Hamden, Ct. 06518 


» large 8%x11 format, softbound. 

* full-color covers. 

* complete rosters including engines, cars, 
and work equipment. 

* official Amtrak consists. 

* maps, charts and diagrams 

* 16-page 1979 supplement sent FREE BACK ISSUES 

when published. 

The full year 1979 is now available-- 

Volume 9, 15 issues of RIN all in one 


$12.95 + $1 postage and handling. 

parcel for just $5.50 postpd, no tax. 

Rail Transportation Archives 
P.O.Box 1970 


P.0.Box 1 RTN, PO Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709. 
San Francisco, CA 94101 


THE COVER STORY 


The naw LRC train built for Amtrak by Bombardier of Canada undergoes compati- 


__, bility tasts with Amtrak F40 diesel locosotive no. 211 at St-Lambort, Quebec on 
- Feb 28, Engine 211 sits behind LRC no. 38. 


In our last issue wo published a 
different view of this LRC just out of the Canadian factory. Amcoach 21819 was 
also used in the compatibility tests. LRC coaches 41, 42, 43, 44 and 46 are 
completed also. The lightweight diesel train will be used by Amtrak initially 
on the Seattle-Vancouver and Seattle-Portland runs. Photo by Guy Chartrand. 
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LETTERS 


What might be termed NARP's "Chappaquiddick" of the "Hile-High Mishap" in Den- 
ver last October has evolved into an issue with all sorts of convolutions. The 
latest development is a resolution submitted by Region V Director Charles Dunn of 
Miami which would disqualify from membership on the NARP Board any NARP rember in 
the employ of Amtrak, 

It has been suggested to Dr, Dunn that he is treating the symptom instead of 
the diseaso. If a resolution is needed in this regard, rather than disenfranchise 
several active and effactive Amtrak employees who serve on the NARP Board, simply 
revise the resolution to read: "That, in order to protect as confidential the vot- 
ing record of Aatrak employees serving on the NARP Board, under no circunstances 
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will the Board be compelled to vote on any issue in the presence of Amtrak offici- 
als and when appropriate, to further protect identity, the Board will be called 
into executive session with the vote taken by a written, unsigned ballot.* 

Touching briefly on two other points which correspondents have brought up in 
attempting to defend the controversial affair in Denver, a question was raised 
as to why | did not actively object at the time the vote was taken. As | man- 
tioned previously the whole affair went off in rapid fire order with little time 
to ponder an alternate course of action. On the spur of the moment | decided that 
a motion to table would be the most appropriate move since it would take preced- 
ence over the original motion, What | thought would be a call for discussion of 
the motion and a proper time to move for tabling turned out to ba a call for the 
vote witnout any discussion. After the hands went up | decided that nore sight 
be gained by using the incident as an example to avoid similar situations in the 
future and to illustrate the pressure politics that have been brought to bear 
affecting the Amtrak issue, 

Finally, the thing that our politically inastute people cannot get thru their 
heads is that in washington it is considered totally inappropriate and unaccept- 
able ever to make a unilateral withdrawal from an issue once a party has aligned 
itself with a Congressional faction, If an issue is to be abandoned it is done 
quietly by direct contact with the Congressional office prior to making any pub- 
lic resolution or announcement, When this is done other parties in the alliance 
can make necessary adjustuents in their positions without being taken by surprise 
and subjected to possible embarrassment. Many who are vise in the ways of Wash- 
ington have shaken their heads over NARP's maverick disclaimer. Regardless of 
the content or intent of the resolution it was the very existence of the action 
that violated the commandments of Capitol Hi11. 

M. 0. Monaghan, Director, NARP - Region IX 
Garland, Texas 


| don't want to beat a dead horse, but | would like to clarify some points: 

1) NARP did not "approve" the eradication of the trains that Hr. Latham aen- 
tioned in his latter (last issue). 

2) Anticipating a barrage of criticism, | wish to emphasize to RIN readers that 
i merely reported Tyler's explanation of "obscene sleeping car fares” (last issue). 
| did aot (and do not) agree with the raticnale. 

3) | would be profoundly disturbed to learn that any Amtrak employee's career 
has been jeopardized because of his or her NARP activities. Preventing such abuses, 
and protesting them if and when they occur, must be one of NARP's functions as an 


Aatrak watchdog. 
Janes C, Clark, Director, NARP - Region Vil 
Galena, \linois 


Even if Or. M.D. Monaghan did write whimsical prose (last issue, p. 3), the 
ere remains that the thrust of his arquaent goes straight to the heart of the 
matter. 

1, like the vast aajority of NARP members, could not attend the board seating 
in Denver last Oct 20. Since NARP's leadership considers it superfluous to re= 
port the proceedings of such meetings to the members, | have no other source of 
information than the reports of those who participated. But regardless of whe- 
ther Or. Monaghan's evaluation of the meeting is valid or not, he is entirely 
correct in condeaning the board's action. 

Even if NARP's leadership had agreed to coase active opposition to the Amtrak- 
induced discontinuances--an act which in itself is an outright betrayal of every- 
thing NARP has stood and fought for these past 15 years--there was absolutely no 
need to go on record with it. Except for Tony Haswelt's tragic lampoon of a re- 
structuring plan for Amtrak two years ago, | cannot think of a single event that 
has damaged the cause of rafl passenger service advocacy more than this so des- 
picable act on part of this "ruap board" in Denver... page 3 


| have always felt that a consumer-oriented organization such as NARP cannot 
function effectively by hobnobbing with Amtrak management. NARP by its very 
nature finds itself in an adversary relationship with Amtrak and all entities 
opposing rail passenger service. If Amtrak were doing its job, there would be 
no need for an organization such as NARP. This fs not to say that the relation- 
ship need be acrimonious, but it ought to remain cool and reserved. 1 can see 
inviting a senior Amtrak officer to address the audience of a general membership 
meeting, but to do so for a working session of the organization's ruling body is 
beyond my understanding. Would GM's board invite a UAW official to participate 
in their proceedings?... 

In a way the action in Denver is not too surprising, tho! When organizations, 
as for example those in California and Michigan, take it upon themselves to advo- 
cate train discontinuances in other states while screaming for more service in 
their own, betraying the national organization follows almost naturally. | hope 


Dan Monaghan will have a few more vitriolic comments to make about these felloxs! 
Alfred £, Eha 
San Antonio, Texas 
SUPERLINER-EQUIPPED EMPIRE BUILDER 
DERAILS IN MONTANA 

Amtrak train 7, the westbound EMPIRE BUILDER, derailed in a snowstorm at 4:20pm 
a quarter-mile west of East Glacier MT, a town at the edge of Glacier National 
Park, on March 14. Both engines and all eight Superliner cars left the track and 
at least part of the train slid down an embankment. The train was traveling at 
35uph at the time of the derailment, which remained unexplained two weeks later. 
At least 90.people were treated or examined at hospitals for injuries, according 
to reports, and four people were said to be seriously injured. There were appar 
ently 170 passengers and 19 crew members aboard the train. 

Damage to the Superliner equipment and Amtrak engines was estimated at $500,000 
or more, and the BN track received about $5000 worth of damage. The engineer 
could give no explanation for the wreck. 

Injured passengers were taken to hospitals in Whitefish, Browning, Cut Bank 
and Great Falls. Two seriously injured passengers were taken by helicopter to 
a hospital in Kalispell. Other passengers were bused or flown on to their dese 
tinations. The track was reopened the following day, and no other Amtrak trai 


Antrak artist's conception of a Superliner-equipped train such as the EMPIRE 
BUILDER, running thru Southwestern scenery. This drawing appears on the 
cover of Amtrak's current Western tours booklet. 

were delayed by the accident, Amtrak substituted Amfleet equipment for one onee 
way trip, that leaving Seattle the following Monday, March 17, That substitute 
train consisted of F40PH engine 219 and cars 21868, 21864, 20230 Amdinette, and 
HEP-converted sleeper 2996. After that run, Superliner cars were once more used 
on the train, from Amtrak's present fleet of at least 86. 

page 4 
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Of the seven passenger cars and one baggage car that derailed, four overturned 


and three remained upright. The damaged cars were placed in storage at Havre MT. 
Reportedly, the diner and sleeper were not damaged. Some railroad esployees 
said they felt that a broken ankle bar had caused the rails to separate, causing 
the accident. No official cause has as yet been determined, however. 


CONGRESS WORKS ON FUNDING BILL 
FOR EMERGING CORRIDORS AND NEC 


Congress has been working on a funding authorization for railroads which in- 
cludes labor protection payments for the bankrupt Rock Island, mere funds for the 
Northeast Corridor (NEC), and money for Astrak's emerging corridors (see the 
emerging corridor report, last issue). 

The House Commerce Committee in the last week of March approved a bil] which 
authorizes funds for the above projects. Originally a Rock Island baflewt bi11, 
the legislation had NEC and other corridor funds attached to it by 
Florio. As it passed the committee, it included $750 million more for the MEC, 
$55 million to proceed on design and engineering work on the emerging corriders, 
$50 nillion to buy new equipment for those corridors, and it stated an fatent to 
spend $850 million from the windfall oi] profits tax for implenentation of the 
corridor projects. (The windfall oi] profits tax bill passed the Senate 66-31 on 
Mar 27 and was sent to President Carter to sign.) A Rock Island bailout bil] has 
passed the Senate and must be reconciled in conference comaittae with the House 
bill just described. 

Congressman Lionel Van Deerlin of Chula Vista CA added an amendment to the 
bill that would empower the Secretary of Transportation to order reluctant rail- 
roads to operate more trains within 60 days after Amtrak requested thers. Altho 
Van Deerlin's amendment has far-reaching applications, it was apparently speci fic- 
ally aimed at forcing the Santa Fe te operate a seventh daily SAN DIEGAN, which it 
has refused to do. Van Deerlin also pointed to the fact that the requested ever- 
night Sacramento-Southern California train has been held up for tvo years by the 
Southern Pacific. That railroad says it will fight the aatter to the Supreme Court. 

In the Senate, Senator Howard Cannon of Nevada reportedly wishes to strip out 
of the bill all reference to the emerging corridors, even at the loss of funds for 
the Los Angeles-Las Vegas corridor in his own state. There is a belief among some 
rail supporters that Congressman James Florio of New Jersey included the ever ging 
corridors in the bill as a "sacrificial lamb" that could be cut out later to rake 
the legislation more palatable. However, sone Congresmen dispute this idea. 

Within the California Congressional delegation, there was some conflict between 
Northern and Southern California. Rep. Robert Matsui of Sacramento led a move to 
successfully reject a Van Deerlin amendment that would have allowed Southern Cal- 
ifornia to collect its corridor funds wore quickly by letting Amtrak handle the 
funds without further Congressional involvement. But Matsui's action requires 
that recommendations on the corridors be submitted to Congress after feasibility 
studies are made. This will give Northern California an opportunity to compete 
more directly with respect to the Sacramento-San Jose route with Southern Calif 
ornia's Los Angeles-San Diego corridor, State Transportation Director Adriana 
Gianturco sharply criticized Matsui's action, saying "By failing to recommend the 
immediate expenditure of construction money, the committee has effectively killed 
the future expansion of passenger rail services in California. The time for ex- 
pansion fs now, but the committee apparently wants to study the issue until actual 
expansion becomes highly unlikely, if not impossible.” But.Matsui saw it differ- 
ently, claiming that Van Deerlin's amendment would have hurt Northern California 
and would have made it easier for President Carter to veto the bill in the pre- 
sent cost-cutting flurry in Washington. page 5 
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Citizens for Rail California said that the best feature of the bill is the 
amendment to force railroads to run new services upon Amtrak's request, and that 
if that amendment were knocked out in conference committee, CRC would recommend 
a veto of the entire bill. Congressman Matsuf has indicated that he would speak 
on the House floor to defeat the bill if the emerging corridor funds are removed. 

Congressmen Matsui and Van Deerlin both acknowledged the "critical informa- 
tional role” that NARP and Citizens for Rail California played in formulating 
this legislation. 
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RAIL CANADA . 


THE NEW RESERVIA reservation equipment for VIA Rail Canada came into use on 
Mar 1, The new ticket forms ara longer than the VIA folder-envelopes that are 


used to hold them. Customers noticed few changes, but the speed of reservations ” 


fs reported to be greatly speeded up. The practice of requiring people to re- 

book if they change foreseen departure tines is sonetines enforced, causing some i 
delays. The use of ticket punches has returned. Ticket printing machines at 
some points will speed operations. 

THE "PRINCESS MARGUERITE" Victoria-Seattle 
aini-cruise ship, as of this writing, will 
NOT be running this year. Altho a 42,000- 
name petition was presented to British Colun- 
bia premier Bill Bennett, he turned the 
ships's supporters down, calling the vessel 
‘unsafe’. Informed sources tell RTN that 
this charge is "absolutely false®. It ap- ——— ns 
pears that the only reason for eliminating the ship from the popular tourist run 
is that the present political party in power dislikes the ship because the pre- 
vious (NOP) party bought it from CP Rail to rescue it from oblivion, $o heated 
is the issue that the president of the B.C, Steaaship Corp. which operates the 4 
ship for the province, Arthur Elworthy, was fired for supporting use of the 
Princess. Critics say that the "Queen of Prince Rupert", planned to replace the 
Marguerite, is too seal] and too slow for the run; the trip would take 54 hours 
compared to the 44 tha Marguerite took. Since a substantial percentage of Vic- 
toria tourists arrive on the ship, a big monay loss is foreseen for the city if 
a lesser vessel is used. The ship's supporters wish to thank RTN readers who 
have written from ail over the U.S. in support, and to urge ther to write now to 
the editor of the Victoria Times and the Daily Colonist, both at 2621 Douglas 
St., Victoria, 8.C,, Canada VOW 2N4, 

THE READER'S Digest, Canadian Edition, for March contains an important article 
by Walter Stewart, "Is this any way to run a railroad?" (Stewart is author of 
"The Paper Juggernaut"--McLelland & Stewart, Toronto, 1979--about the Transport 
Ministry.) The article is sub-titled, "Lot's stop sabotaging passenger train 
service and come up with a coherent national policy on trains." Some quotes: 
",.ebecause of Transport Canada's shortsighted policies and the tendency of 
governaents 2i all levels to favor road and air travel, rail service is being 
destroyed just when we need it most." And, "VIA's split policy of boosting 
rail travel yet shutting down services has driven a wedge of disillusion and 
nistrust between the Corporation and its natural allies, the pro-rail consumer 
groups. The most interesting is Transport 2000,... (which) has been surprise 
ingly effective before the C.T.C...." Stewart suggests the following steps: 

(i) Stop passenger rai] abandonsents. (2) Instead of shifting railway stations 
out of cities, we should build multimodal stations for rail, bus and air. 

(3) We ust examine the hidden subsidies to all forms of transport and put them 
on the same accounting basis. (4) More must be spent on rail research. (5) We 
aust take a long-range view of transport as energy costs climb. For a copy of 
Page 6 


= = “Aen 
— 


the magazine, send $1.25 plus postage to: Reader's Digest, 215 Av. Redfern, 
Montreal, P.Q. H3V 2V9, Canada. 

VOYAGEUR BUS COHPANY has become the second inter-city bus operator to join 
Transport 2000 as an affiliate member (the other is the Saskatchewan Transport 
Commission.) Transport 2000 board members will mect in April with Mr. Paul Martin, 
President of Canada Steamship Lines, Voyageur's owner, and with Christena Sirsley, 
VP-Harketing for Voyageur. Sonversations earlier with Mr. Martin have revealed 
that VIA's $4 minimum fare does not help bus companies at all. Local bus runs lose 
money, too, so rail is only trying to shift its deficit over to the bus operators, 
The latter are more concerned about long- and medium-distance runs, where express 
buses subsidize the rest. : 

MONTREAL'S LARGEST DAILY paper, La Presse, has run a full-page article by Guy 
Pinard, who rode the ADIRONDACK to New York and returned to-Montreal on the HONT~ 
REALER, His article is titied (translated): "The growing popularity of Aatrake- 
a hard-to-explain phenomenon." Details included stow schedules, u e 
Amfleet coach seats, etc. Translation: "...Four major complaints: Over-long trip 
time; atrocious food, unworthy of an international train; poor comfort fn coach 
class; incoherent reservation system." One passenger reportedly called Aafleet 
cars "Amscrap", Pinard also found fares too high. He conctuded: *,..at the risk 
of being accused of chauvinism, one may affirm that VIA Rail, in a few years, 


“has done more than Amtrak in eight years to return its vigor to railway passenger 


transport," 


iin a aT 
URBAN-SUBURBAN TRANSIT 


THE SOUTH SHORE commuter line in Chicago has sent out specifications for nev 
cars it wants to order, and only the Budd Co. in the U.S. is expected to bid on 
the contract, Bombardier and Hawker Siddeley in Canada are expected to bid. 

WASHINGTON'S HETRO SYSTEM is experiencing a shortage of cars, so trains are 
overcrowded and some cars are being cannibalized for parts. About 270,000 riders 
are currently using the transit system, 

NEW COMMUTER TRAIN route between Milwaukee and Watertown has been proposed, and 
a consultant says the old Milwaukee Road Vine could be used, if rolling stock could 
be obtained with federal aid. 

PORTLAND, OREGON AREA will turn in its environmental impact statement on the 
proposed Banfield Transitway (light rail) Project on Apr 1. Planning for the new 
transit line is running right on schedule, officials say. 

SOUTHERN PACIFIC COMMUTE line out of San Francisco has seen a 32% ridership in- 
crease over the last two years because of the energy crisis and commuter discounts 
initiated by public transit officials. 

PHOENIX COMMUTER TRAIN described last issue had its last runs Mar 7. The trains 
ran for about two weeks in the flooding emergency. 68% of 1547 passengers surveyed 
said they would use the service if it were continued. In the survey, there was 
also strong interest expressed in a passenger train between Phoenix and Tucson. 

ROCK ISLAND COMMUTER service in Chicago is to be operated by the C&NW, Chicago's 
RTA decided Mar 20. Service continued on the routes uninterrupted despite the 
bankruptcy and dissolution of the Rock Island. 

NEW YORK CITY transit workers threaten a strike Apr 1 unless a new contract is 
approved. A strike would disrupt commuting efforts of 5.4 aillion people. 

ELEVATED SUBWAY TRAIN in The Bronx was hit fro the rear by a Transit Authority 
work train late on Mar 27, injuring at loast 20 passengers. The crash was on 
the No. 1 line at 230 Street and Broadway. Service was suspended, 

MARYLAND'S STATE RAILROAD Adninistration late in March approved a contract for 
$3,429,090 to buy five rebuilt diese) locomotives from Morrison-Knudsen for use 
on commuter lines Baltimore-Hashington and Brunswick-Washington. 

ROME, ITALY*S SUBWAY Tine is now in operation. It is reported on in the New 
York Times (Mar 23). (continued on page 19) page 7 


RIDING THE READING TO READING 
by Duane W. Roller | 


mileage of only 1286 and three-state operation prevented that. But once upon 

a time Reading provided many connections into Philadelphia from other lines: 

from the Lehigh Valley at Bethlehem, the New York Central at Williamsport, 
and the Pennsylvania at Harrisburg. Sleeping cars left Reading Terminal for Tor- 
onto and Chicago. But by the early 1960's interline operations were eliminated 
and the Reading became a fleet of RDC's venturing no more than 100 miles from Phil- 
adelphia. Astonishingly, however, the Reading service, now operated by SEPTA and 
in one case by NJDOT, has remained stable for 15 years. 

Recently | rode Reading's longest route: the 94 niles from Philadelphia to 
Pottsville. This is SEPTA's longest route and it is unique in a number of ways: 
it has SEPTA's only engine-hauled trains, some of the few SEPTA trains which do 
not serve Philadelphia, and, because Conrail has retained the old Reading train 
pace the distinction of having Conrail train number 1 (as well as nos, 2 
thru 11). 

1 left Reading Tersinal on No, 3, the 10am departure for Reading, which con- 
sisted of ROC's 9164 and 9158, stil] in Reading markings. There were about 50 

assengers on this weekday run, The first 17 wiles are under wire to Norristown 

(Ele Street). This was the worst track on the run, thru the slums of North Phil- 
adelphia and beyond. Running speed was held to 35mph, and we lurched and swayed 
along the double-track Tine. 

After leaving electrification at Norristown, we cross the Schuylkill] River on 
a long viaduct and join the main freight line from Philadelphia, This line is 
4etrack and capable of 7O0mph operation, an unexpected pleasure. 

Valley Forge came and went, with the pleasant 18"century house that was 
Washington's headquarters just a few yards from the track. ie were still along 
the river and would be for some tige. The track remained good all the way to 
Reading, altho the speeds lowered as we approached the mountains. Beyond Phoen- 
ixville was a long tunnel, and deep cuts and high cliffs along tha ride provided 
scenery, altho finding a clear window amidst all the green Lexan was difficult. 

Arrival at Reading was on tine at 11:32am, The passenger load had remained 
constant at about 50, altho there was much business at various local stations. 
At Reading all trains except a pair of late-afternoon comauter runs terminate, 
with a single ROC shuttling between Reading and Pottsville. 

The most pleasant aspect of the brief waft in Reading was its excellent stae 
tion, perhaps one of the bestepreserved of the sediumesize stations which used 
to be common in the Northeast. Built in 1929 in Roman Basilica style, it had 
been beautifully restored as a Bicentennial project. The facade lettering had 
been regilded, proclaiming Reading Company in monumental characters. The bronze 
lion's head spouts had been polished. A massive wrought iron train bulletin 
board was in evidence. There was a ticket agent on duty, and an operating lunch 
counter. Ciearly it is an unexpected and beautiful relic of former days, loving- 
ly cared for by its city and patrons. 

The single ROC (#9152) from Pottsville arrived at 11:54am, passengers changed, 
and it departed at 11:59am as Conrail 53 with about 20 passengers. 

The line was now single track, in a totally rural, mountainous country, far 
from the city. There was a passenger or two at practically every stop, but 
clearly the business is not great, and there have been talks of abandonment. 
For now, however, it is a reminder of the once-common local ROC services that 
used to cover the Northeast. Memories of riding from Boston to Woods Hole on 
the ney Haven, in a single ROC in the early 1950's, came back to ae. ; 
page 


T: Reading Railroad was never one of the country's major carriers: its total 
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_ The same RDC took BS 


At Port Clinton we left the main Reading line to Willia ort 
neds re ievitte and began the 15eaile Pottsville branch. The track ‘outaed 


xR good, however, with 70eph speeds possible where terrain 
ee permitted. We were now deep in the mountains, following 
Ages, a narrow gorge, still along the Schuylkill River, with 
hee OY ridges rising over 1000 feet on either side. As ve 
J approached Pottsville, track began to deteriorate, 
C with the last few giles very slow, 
F i sense seemed Our arrival was on tine at 12:51ps. Potts- 
i ng, sani ville "station" fs the former freight tersinal, 
pall i asc unmarked, at the fringes of town. The dovn- 
a te Sea NG er town station has been abandoned~clearly 
TG ae a BS ge ae extreme from Reading's sta- 
n a Tectarton § Hoe TORE 
Reading Tecnica en | ate the lunch | had brought 
ek minu - athe” aboard the car during its hour 
as a result. {L geanING layover, and then returned 


ae back to Reading, Ay spe narel eis 


and from there i 


ere 
Reading #9163 and SEPTA aa Say 
#9168 continued the journey. ee 
It was a glimpse into the ~ ~~ 
past, perhaps, yet an enjoyable one. ss Ve 
Sitting in the station in Reading, one amt Ca 
finds it hard to believe that it is not about ower & 
1955, HoT LE ee 
The days of this route are probably numbered, so one oh et NP: eee 
should ride it now. The one-way bargain fare from Philadelphia .2cre teen os 
to Pottsville is $5.15. eee 


CALLING RESERVIA by Robert W. Rynerson 


VIA Rail Canada's computerized reservation system, using toll-free telephone 
access, went into operation on March 1. The service was launched with extensive 
newspaper advertising and some newspaper articles. From the customer side, the 
"Reservia" systen appears similar to Awtrak's; the changeover will not be as 
noticeable to users, however, because VIA had been using CN's old partially- 
computerized setup. 

Runors of Antrak-like busy signals and endless Muzak hold messages were cir- 
culating in the first days of operation, To test the system on March 11, | began 
dialing at 12:50pm (Nountain Time); The first three iries resulted in busy sig- 
nals. The fourth netted a reorder signal, indi cating that calls were overloadiag 
the telephone circutts somewhere between Edmonton and the reservation bureau in 
Winnipeg, To my amazerent, on the fifth try my call went thru. Before the first 
recorded ausical selection was finished, a reservation clerk was on the Vine. 

; I was quoted the correct fares to Calgary from Edmonton, and given the correct 
tines, But when | asked where the Edaonton station was, she told me that "it's 
right downtown." When ! suggested that this was not so, she checked and cane up 
with the correct information, tho she was not quite sure where the South Edeon- 
ton station was in relation to the other station downtown, 

Considering everything, | was impressed with this break-in period contact 
with Reservia. The fact that the station situation in Edaonton is confusing is 
not the fault of Reservia. page 9 ; 
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LABRADOR'S ONLY RAILWAY 
by Duane W. Roller 


extends 355 miles from Sept-iles on the Quebec North Shore into the in- 

terior. Constructed in the early 1950's, this isolated railway was de- 
signed to tap the vast mineral resources of Labrador and Ungava. A line was 
struck due north from the St. Lawrence estuary at the magnificent harbor of Sept- 
Hes. it was so carefully constructed that the line is only 10% longer than the 
airline distance between its extremities, despite the need to climb 2000 feet from 
sea level onto the Ungava Plateau. 

Recentiy | drove to Sept-lles in order to catch a Friday morning departure of 
what the public timetable merely calls "the express train.” Having had some ex- 
perience with the lightly-patronized services of Northern Ontario and Quebec, | 
was astonished to find a train of 13 cars. The last two had recently been ac- 
quired from the Southern Railway and were stil] in Southern markings. The rest 
of the train was the QNS4L's standard ex-Canadian Pacific rolling stock in 
maroon and gold. In all there were two express cars, two baggage cars, a steam 
generator, and eight coaches, one of which had a snack bar. 

Nearly 200 people boarded for the 8am departure. Most were people with busi- 
ness in the area. There is air service to the interior, but its $74 fare does 
not compare favorably with the railway's $21.50, and it is quite unreliable in 
bad weather. 

Departure was at 8:11, and | was quite soon to learn that the schedul ing--as 
the timetable itself indicates--is only approximate. At some intermediate 
stops we were over an hour early, and we were at least 20 minutes early at 
every one. 

After slow travel thru the vast port facilities of Sept-lles, welded rail 
and CTC were reached in about 20 minutes and we began soving at 50mph, the stan- 
dard running speed for both passenger and freight trains. (on that account, the 
ai Railroad Administration would probably consider the QNS&L an ideal rail- 
road, 

Eleven niles from Sept-lles, the precipice of the Laurentian Mountains was 
penetrated via the canyon of the Moisie River. For the next 90 miles came the 
most spectacular scenery of the trip, with tunnels, high viaducts, and water- 
falls dropping down the sheer 2000-foot cliffs. The impression was of a half- 
size Yosemite Valley and sheer granite monoliths and cliffs rising up either 
side. 

There was no question of passenger train priority on this railway: meets with 
southbound ore trains were common, and the passenger train took the sidetrack 
each time. Yet the dispatchers were so attentive that often we and the ore 
train hardly slowed. Each ore train was monotonously the same: two engines, 150 
cars, two sr three more engines, 90 to 100 cars, and the caboose. We met four 
during the day, as well as a way freight and a southbound passenger train. 

For the first hundred miles or so we dropped off occasional fishermen and 
campers, but these soon dwindled, and most of the business was between the 
end points. 

Until recently, full dining service had been provided, but this had been dis- 
continued, amidst much passenger grumbling, and a snack bar had taken its place, 
whose single attendant spent most of the day making sandwiches. Despite a load 
of 200 northbound and 400 southbound the next day, no shortages occurred. 
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ne of the more unusual and remote passenger train experiences in North 
America is a ride on the Quebec North Shore and Labrador Railway, which 


The divide betwean the St. Lawrence and Labrador Sea watersheds was reached 
130 miles from Sept-lles at slightly over 2000 feet elevation, the highest point 
on the line. This was also the provincial boundary. The country became dul] for 
the rest of the journey--a flat swamp plain with stunted trees, For the next 200 
niles there was scarcely any change in the terrain, and the ware, sunny weather 
changed to cold and sleet. 

Ross Bay junction, 224 miles from Sept-Iles, was reached at 12:22pm, 38 pinutes 
ahead of schedule. There is no town-~in fact, there were no sfons of habitation 
except track gangs anywhere along the line; the country is far sore remote than 
Northern Ontario. The junction is with the Northern Land Company Ltd. Railway, 
which runs 36 miles west to the twin towns of Labrador City and Wabush. 

The NLCL connection, consisting of a single coach, had already arrived, and a 
handful of passengers transferred, since there is no thru car service between 
Labrador City and northern points. There is, however, thru service from Sept- 
Nes to Labrador City, so our train was switched here by the two road engines. 
The double-cut switching movement consumed only 18 ninutes, with the two express 
cars and four coaches set out for Labrador City, leaving us with the two baggage 


Bal steam generator, three coaches, and the snack bar coach to continue on 
north, 


The southbound Quebec North Shore and Labrador passenger train runs along 
in the canyon of the Moisie River. Photo by the author. 


Covering the last hundred-odd miles, we continued across the plateau until 
reaching Knob Lake Junction, 353 ailes from Sept-lles. Here the main line con- 
tinues north 2.1 miles to Silver, Labrador, the mines for which the QNS&L exists. 
The passenger train, however, was to continue 4.4 giles along mediocre track to 
Schefferville, Quebec, the mining town, which we reached at 7:52pm, 8 minutes early. 

The opportunities of Schefferville, with its 2400 inhabitants, are not great, 
altho one of the locals took issue when | expressed such sentiments. The town is 
pleasantly situated between two lakes and is dominated by a large Hudson's Bay 
Company. The $37 miniaum in the local hotel testifies to the remoteness of this 
part of the world. Since the twice-weekly schedule of the passenger train meant 
a one- or fiveenight layover, | chose the former and was back on the train (same 
equipment, same crew) at 8:00 the next sorning. 

The return was 24 hours faster (downgrade) but the. high weekend loads made us 
33 minutes late into Sept-lles. Altho it is difficult to feel isolated on a 
train with 400 passengers, | felt satisfaction at having penetrated one of the 
wost remote areas of the continent. page 11 
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AMTRAK BLOWS ITS OWN HORN: 


Below are excerpts from Amtrak's 1979 Annual Report, just out. The 32-page 
report is characterized by Amtrak President Alan Boyd as "not a traditional one.® 
Says Boyd, “We have chosen instead to give you the reasons why we are excited 
about the future and why everyone associated with Amtrak should be optimistic 
and proud of what it js and where it is going." 


WHERE WE CAME FROM 


Amtrak's toughest and leanest years have ended. Our 
beginning was not auspicious. Some people thought we were 
created in 1971 to die soon thereatter. It seemed a safe bet. 
We were part of a system that had lost hundreds of millions 
of dollars each year. We began operation with old equip- 
ment. We had a lot of responsibility and almost no authority 
as we operated on other people's track with other people's 
employees and often at other people's convenience. 


Amtrak lived on a year-to-year basis with Congress, never 
quite knowing just what route or other demands might be 
made, never quite knowing how much money would be 
appropriated. 


Long-range planning was virtually impossible. Capital ex- 
penditures could not always be made wisely or as part of a 
plan. As a result, equipment purchased from year-to-year 
couid hardly be designed with a coherent system in mind. 
Maintenance was a nightmare of variety. 


We were left to run, work for, ‘and maintain a patchwork 
system, which seemed almost beyond raising to levels of 
minimal efficiency. 


Under those conditions, there was little to give anyone 
hope, either individually or corporately. Too many people 
just held on from one year to the next not knowing—critics 
said not caring—about the future of rail passenger service. 


Employees—from stations to dining cars to distant offices, 
from maintenance shops to commissaries—shared the haunt- 
ing vision of a precarious future. 


But in eight tough years, the people of Amtrak, working 
together, have proved something as they have crossed the 
threshold into a new railroad age. They proved—with a little 
timely help from the energy crisis—that Amtrak is a vital 
part of a balanced American transportation system of the 
future—a future which begins now. 


#973... A SPECIAL AMTRAK YEAR 


By almost any measure, 1979 was a watershed year for 
Amtrak. We carried more passengers than ever before— 
21.4 million people, up 2.5 million from the year before. 
Amtrak ran just shy of 5 billion passenger miles, up 22 per- 
cent from 1978. For the first time in its history, Amtrak 
carried more than 2 million passengers a month for the 
months of June, July, and August. 


Revenues reached a record high of $381.3 million, up $34.2 
million above the pre-fuel crisis estimate of $347.1 million. 
Cost control was so improved that it cost Amtrak only $4 
million to earn these additional revenues. These excellent 
results permitted Amtrak to increase its revenue to cost ratio 
from 38.3 percent in fiscal year ’78 to 41.5 percent in fiscal 
year ‘79. 


Substantial new equipment went into service and many 
cars and locomotives were renovated and upgraded. The 
percentage of old, decrepit and unreliable equipment, while 
still far too high, did decline. 


THE 1979 ANNUAL REPORT IS PUBLISHED 


During 1979, we began to build new repair and mainte- 
nance facilities and renovate old ones so Amtrak employees 
worked in safer, more comfortable conditions. Equipment 
repair was better, quicker and easier. Passengers had a better 
chance of a pleasant ride. 


Air conditioning failures, one of the major causes of en- 
route failures and passenger complaints, were cut nearly in 
half during our peak summer season of 1979. On-time de- 
Partures from Chicago, which had been influenced largely 
by mechanical problems, steadily grew from a low of 42.1 
percent to a high of 90.8 percent. 


A total of 61 new or rehabilitated stations were completed 
in 1979, hopefully providing increased ease and comfort at 
the beginning and end of rail trips. In the Northeast Corridor, 
between Washington and Boston, using the most modern 


technology of concrete ties and continuous welded rails, 
Amtrak is making great progress in ensuring smoother rides 
over the busiest section of railroad in the country. 


Late in 1979, Amtrak’s corporate structure was reorganized 
and into that new structure came people from a variety: 
of backgrounds. But they shared with those they joined a 
singular vision of an exciting future for Amtrak. 


For Amtrak, 1979 was also the year when many more 
articulate allies in local and state government made clear to 
all who would listen that they needed Amtrak now and 
wanted it in their communities’ future. 


Those voices were heard in Congress and we gained a 
substantially improved relationship. That made things hap- 
pen .. . first, a vastly improved financial arrangement and 
then a sustainable route network. 


As the decade turned, people, money, equipment and 
enthusiasm flowed together, creating a vibrant Amtrak mood, 
an exciting anticipation of the decade to come. 

Amtrak employees can be optimistic about a more secure 
future with a passenger-pleasing railroad, getting better each 
month, each year. 


Amtrak can, for the first time, operate as a businesslike 
permanent corporation able to consider longer-range solu- 
tions to all its problems. 

As it gave Amtrak the means, Congress also set standards 
and goals for a productive future. There was a clear standard 
set for both short and long-haul trains in terms of passenger 
miles with assurance that those routes would continue if 
they met the standard. “Use it or lose it” replaced more 
arbitrary measures. 

In specific measures aimed at improving train performance 
and Amtrak’s relationship with the operating railroads, Con- 
gress set two important goals. One was the attainment of a 
55 mph average system-wide speed goal and the other was 
a 50 percent improvement in on-time performance. Con- 
gress further directed Amtrak to cut operating costs and im- 
prove revenues so that by 1985, revenues would represent 
50 percent of operating expense. Already in 1979, we 
achieved a 3 percent improvement toward that goal. 

Congress in 1979 gave Amtrak more than simple guide- 
lines and standards, as important as they are. It gave Amtrak 
a transfusion of hope and confidence. 


A NEW ROUTE SYSTEM 


Capital, budgets and goals have tent balance to Amtrak in 
a special way. But Congress also dealt with the complicated, 
emotional question of routes. In addition to the basic route 
system recommended by the Department of Transportation, 
Congress, responding to the energy crisis, pave the Amtrak 
Board of Directors the authority to make cost and ridership 
projections and to determine which additional routes should 
be added to the system. In so doing, they established gen- 
eral criteria based on average ridership and cost. 


Amtrak was also given the flexibility to determine the 
level and quality of service, adding train frequencies where 
demand justified it. 


The end result is a route system where some trains with 
high costs, low ridership and circuitous routings were 
dropped. Other trains, linking promising markets, were 
added. 


DE ae ee ee ) 
‘ 
AIR AND RAIL FARES - COMPARING THE COSTS 

by Bob Johnston 


have below made some cost comparisons between rail and air travel costs that 

| recently encountered when planning to travel between Chicago and Los Angeles 

in the first week of February. ! wanted to take the train the whole distance, 
ut due to time and cost constraints | decided to fly half-way. My 5-year-old 
son accompanied me. 

ALL-RAIL (leaving Sunday) 1 adult & 1 child in a bedroom on the 


For the first time in its ditticull life, Amtrak has a chance 
now Of prospering and growing from a secure base. Amtrak 
can claim its permanent and ever more Crucial role in our 
national transportation system. 


locomotives built in the 1930s, passenger cars built in 
the 1940s and 1950s, trackage and roadbeds whose 
major characteristic is ‘deferred maintenance,” stations 
which are falling apart, schedules which serve major 
markets less than daily or in the middle of the night 
. . er both, routings which are circuitous, and a fleet 
which can never be responsive to peak demand.” 


A NEW CHARTER FROM CONGRESS 


During the last 35 years, other forms of transportation 
have made greater demands, had stronger advocates and 
thus received more help. 


The response of Congress to those hearings and to the 
obvious need for a totally modern American rail system at 
a time of energy crises was strong and clear. Congress pro- 

From the end of World War Il to the end of 1978, federal vided Amtrak with financial continuity it had previously 
obligations for highways reached $102.8 billion, for air $30.6 lacked . . . a two-year operating budget and a three-year 


billion, for domestic waterways $13.3 billion, for mass transit capi i . , 
another $13.3 billidn, for ocean shipping $7.4 billion, a fae orale ComniemBAt he RamininialeR made SOUTHWEST LIMITED, train 3 (pl us. fi ve meals) eoeeceveeee $358.50 
pete a billion for rail of which only $2.5 billion went to Amtrak’s future bright as it guaranteed tomorrow’s riders a ALL-AIR Tpm Adult Super Coach.-TWAs. :< sco itera are-anins ovews fo vitad 0 129200 
grey ° ieBE RM ab Fe N 8 modern fleet of comfortable cars and powerful locomotives. TWA Child. eee free 
result of that disparity in support was brought to the ‘ ; ie eres 
attention of Congress in April, 1979, by Alan S. Boyd, Presi- BESTA) Shit elisa ie always Besa any, TWA TOTAL: e ry 129.00 


American way to travel and | am determined to improve 
America’s railway system. | want to demonstrate that 
trains represent the future and not the past in transpor- 
tation in America.” 


dent of Amtrak: 


COMBINATION Air to Albuquerque TWA Adult Super wagers Monday. ate 


VIG, 2 wo 


“We cannot provide safe, modern, fast, convenient 
and reliable service—as directed by Congress—with 


a 


Bedroom on train 3 Albuquerque-L.A. family plan, 


non on Teaving Monday, 171.00 
General Sis Kinds, Combination total (plus two meals). 296.50 

«peda ie age a Je ao a ALL-AIR Super Coach, any airline except TWA, . . 2.2 eee ee 186.00 

Train Miles Operated ...... (In millions) 30.98 32.97 3237 3238 Child, any airline except TMAL Te crea totlaceve le, Vis oeen 

On-Time Performance NON-TWA TOTAL:. . 325.25 


fa Systemwide ........... 
mem Short-Distance .... 
Long-Distance. ......... 


*Super Saver requires a roundtrip, in ay case from Salt Lake City after 

taking the COAST STARLIGHT, SF ZEPHYR and PIONEER L.A. to Salt Lake. 

By flying to Albuquerque, | was able to get the reduced rate Super Saver back 
from Sale Lake City Ces | had business a week later), so | saved about $130 
by taking the train from Albuquerque instead of from Chicago. 

Of course, | missed seeing Raton Pass, but that's not the point. The point is 
that for an adult and child traveling to Los Angeles, there is as much as a $229.50 
(plus meals) premium for taking a sleeper over a 4-hour plane ride. 

The example illustrates in my case that bedroom D in car 331 probably rolled 
empty from Chicago to Albuquerque during a slack time of year and Amtrak was out 
$187.50 in part because its competitors have more rate flexibility than it does, 
since too many Congressmen are worried about covering costs instead of marketing 


Passengers ......cceeecnen (In millions) 18.2 AGZ 18.9 21.4 
aM Passenger Miles ....... + (In millions) 4,155 4,333 4.029 4,915 


g Revenue Cars 

<B Owned and Leased, 9/30 0.0... cess 
@ Operating fleet, 9/30 ......0......... 
Out of Service, Daily Average .. ory 
Back Shop, Daily Average ......0..:::.c0-.-05 
Total Average Out of Service ou... .... 
.. (In years) 20.3 20.4 20.5 20.3 


New Deliveries ...... 


Locomotive Units 
Operating Fleet ...ccccccsseeaee Z 352 339 «3202331 
Out of Service, Daily Average ................ 13.7% 19.5% 78.8% 25.3% 


Average Age ... ie 
@ Number Rebuilt/Converted ........ 


Turboliners 

Operating Fleet 
‘Out of Service, Daily Average 
Average Age ...... 


the product with price. 

My business, selling television time, is very auch like running trains. The 
programs run with or without paid commercials; the trains run with or without pay- 
ing customers, We drop our rates to fill up programs when fewer people want 
to advertise (as in January thru March) and rafise them as demand increases. Our 


tees i a costs for programming serie Ht ed and pes rian ties a way to add hours 
pecs to the day, like Amtrak we can't "add more ears" in the peak season. 
The a eh Vook of Antrak: the fami-  Opering Meet By ocin Socal , You ven see kids flying free in vacatfem season, and many of the airline dis- 


ar Asfleet cars and F40 engine, on 
the SAN JOAQUIN. RTN photo. 


“Includes Metroliners undergoing upgrade program at Erie, Pennsylvania. 


QUOTES OF THE WEEK*** 


"Last year the Secretary of Transportation recommended eliminating twelve 
trains. | supported hia and | think most of the members of this committee did. 
But by the tine the vested interests finished with it, we were only able to 
get rid of four. You have a better hope of getting rid of those other eight 
than the Northeast Corridor.* 
~-Senator Russel] Long to a National Taxpayers Union rep- 
| resentative who had just testified before hia at the 
'e page 14 Northeast Corridor hearing, Feb 29. 


EE ERE SAE AI EG ERS SCE TEE EOC I SLE ENE OFT SE TET I END CI NI TO TEEy 


counts will disappear. But in lower treme’ months, why can't Amtrak get enough 
orice flexibility to reduce its losses em Yong distance travel? Let the bus 
companies scream--they are very margimel on the long haul for comfort, speed 
and convenience anyway. 

In the TV spot business, who would keep rates the same all year would 
be fired for incompetence. Thos the operational and political mechanics can 
be set up soon by Amtrak se that it can aggressively go after off-peak season 
long distance travel. 


The first all-electrified BROADWAY LIMITED consist left Chicago Mar 17 with the 
following equipment: engines 300, 319 (to Wash.) , 4935 (G6-1, Harrisbg-NY), power 
car 685 ther-Nt ; cars 1209, 23, 1613, 2890, 2080, 4710, ait, 8506, Aadinette 
20233, 4712, 4706, 2692. Last 4 cars plus #1209 went to Washington, page 15 


—— 


Mod Train of Thoughts 

OKLAHOMA TRAIN SERVICE will get preference from Amtrak, its Board of Directors 
decided at their monthly meeting on Mar 26. The Board voted a resolution that 
"recognizes the value" of passenger service between Oklahoma City and Newton KS, 
and states that the route "warrants preference” if ona or both of the states in- 
volved applies to Amtrak to start service under 403-8, The Board directed Amtrak 
management to reserve funds for operation of the service if the states apply by 
Oct 1. Amtrak said it was the first time it had set aside funds for 403-8 service 
that had not been formally sought, but, explained the rail corporation, a number 
of consumer groups and local governments have contacted Artrak about the service. 
This would cover part of the route of the LONE STAR that was discontinued last 
October, Amtrak also said that "all discontinued services will get serious con- 
Sideration in Amtrak's route and service level decisions." Amtrak said it has no 
soney to start up the service without state assistance..... 

BOARO OF DIRECTORS of Amtrak at their Mar 26 meeting did not elect a new Chair- 
aan. The aatter was put off until the April meeting. The Chairman currently is 
Harry T, Edwards, and Charles Luna serves as Vice Chairman..... 

x * *& 


THE COAST STARLIGHT will be re-routed to run thru Sacramento CA, Amtrak said 
in a Mar 19 announcement. The date for the change is expectad to be in the fall 
of 1981, after Superliner cars are placed on the train, The new equipment should 
allow faster running times to compensate for the somewhat slower routing, Northe 
bound at Davis, the train would run thru Sacramento, Marysville and Chico instead 
of Orland, to reach a market of 1,2 illion more people than at present. Amtrak 
has an option of running on the shorter Western Pacific tracks between Sacramento 
and Marysville, bypassing Roseville on the Southern Pacific line. Congressman 
Robert Matsui reportedly elicited the agreement to reeroute from Amtrak after he 
threatened to attach an amendment to the emerging corridors bill that required 
Amtrak to sake the change. $4 sillion will be needed from Congress in startup 
funds to make the change in routing..... 

THE BROADWAY LIMITED got its first set of newly-electrified cars, with the 
first run being Mar 17 from Chicago (see consist on page 15). Early in Apri] the 
other two sets are expected to be put in use. An Amdinette has been temporarily 
used on the Washington section of the train, but fs to be replaced soon by a 
cafeteria-lounge car--half lounge and half cafeteria section, a rebuilt and elec- 
trified conventional car. Amtrak said the first trip with the cars went well..... 

x * ww 


THE "SUNTAN SPECIAL" route got a supporting vote by the Senate Transportation 
Committee in California, The Committee voted unanimously on Nar 18 to call for 
a feasibility study of initiating passenger service between San Jose and Santa 
Cruz CA. Sen, Alfred Alquist of San Jose sponsored the bill, which is opposed 
by Southern Pacific, Caltrans, and Santa Cruz County..... 

THE UNION PACIFIC is interested in taking control of the Western Pacific, and 
on Mar 29 an inspection train was to run over the WP from Oakland CA to Salt Lake 
City, with an overnight stop in Oroville CA. The train was to carry top office 
ials of both raflroads. Arriving in Oakland the norning of Nar 27, the train was 
composed of "E* engines 960, 974-B, 968-B, and 928; and cars 5779 baggage, 202 
"Pacific Domain", 1609 "Sun Ridge", "Wyoming", "Arden", 4810 diner, 9004 coach, 
pele cars 110, 111, 112, 102, 103, and *Shoshone* {all UP equipment)..... 
page ; 


THE KANSAS CITY Railroad Museum has offered Amtrak the use of sowe of its equip- 
ment to facilitate the startup of additional Kansas City-St. Louis train service. 
Amtrak has reportedly expressed willingness to put on a second train, but cites 
its equipment shortage. The cars offered by the museum include three coaches fron 
the Kansas City Southern, Rock Island and Missouri Pacific; a KCS sleeper, and a 
KCS diner-lounge. The museum also has a Rock Island £6 engine if Amtrak is short 
of motive power. A bill to provide state funds to help finance the service has 
been under consideration in the Missouri legislature..... 

NAGNER-O'HARA SCENIC Railway won a victory when the Grand Trunk Western's béd 
to have the railway's application for operation in Michigan dropped was disap- 
proved by the ICC. The Scenic Railway stil] needs approval of the application 
for a certificate, however, The run is planned between Detroit and Traverse City 
over the Chessie, GIW and Michigan Interstate (see RTN #198, p. 17)..00 

* w& & 

THE "LAKE TAHOE", former SP ferry on San Francisco Bay which made the last 
run when that service was discontinued is currently used for regular auto ferry 
service at Hood Canal in Washington State, where a bridge was recently wrecked in 
a heavy storm. The vessel, built in 1927, is now named the "Illahee", a word 
from the Chinook language, meaning "the place"..... 

THE BURLINGTON NORTHERN wants to buy the Snoqualmie Pass route from Milwaukee 
Road, Easton-Maple Valley WA and rebuild it. If accomplished, that route would 
become the route of the EMPIRE BUILDER. Incidentally, in an error in issue #200, 
on page 8 it was stated that the EMPIRE BUILDER used the Stevens Pass route; this 
should have been the Stampede Pass..... 

THE AMTRAK CRESCENT was detoured for three days (Har 19-21) over the SCL between 
Birningham AL and Atlanta GA, the route formerly served by the SAL's SILVER COMET, 
due to a closing of the Southern mainline for a major track or bridge project for 
10 hours each day. The detour added 30mins-1 hour to the running tine. The tine 
on the SCL was the same as on the Southern, but it took 25-30sins to switch from 
the SCL to SR in Atlanta. On Mar 20 a reader rode northbound from New Orleans to 
Charlotte NC, The train left Birmingham thr 45nins late at 3:40pm. Delays to 
that point included two red signals, a T&S gang near Edmundson MS, and a pedes- 
trian walking into the train's path at Livingston AL. There, at 11:44am just 
south of the depot an adult woman was killed instantly when she stepped in front 
of the train, {t was delayed 56 minutes by that accident..... 

x & & 


INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION is asking Congress to be relieved of the task of 
preparing an annual report on Amtrak, since the ICC has already been relieved of 
its authority over the adequacy of Amtrak service..... 

NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY Board of the DOT is proposing that passenger 
train accidents be reported to it within two hours of their occurrence, rather 
than at the "earliest practical moment* as the regulations now require..... 

NEW YORK STATE Dept. of Transportation is offering for sale a new four-sheet 
aulticolor map of the state. The four sheets when joined together make a 9x7 foot 
wall map showing roads, railroads, airports, lakes of 6 or more acres, etc. Order 
forms for the naps are available from: Hap infornation Unit, NY State DOT, State 
Campus, Albany NY 12232; telephone 518-457-3555. The four are $2.50 each..... 

JAPANESE BULLET TRAIN fares should be cut 50% to make the national railways the 
"people's JNR", argues the railwey werkers union. The union also called for 
naking express trains available to commuter ticket purchasers. In other JNR news, 
a bullet train set a 304 kph speed record last Nov 28 in tests on a 43-km experi- 
rental line between Ishibashi and Washinfya, A Gecar bullet train with a rore 
powerful engine than current ones have set the record.,... 

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA STATION has been nominated by the Alexandria Planning 
Department for inclusion in the state and national registers of historic build- 
ings. It 4s one of few antique rafl depots in the Washington DC area..... age 17 
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PRESIDENT CanTEK AWKCLNCED on nationwide T¥ on Mar 14 sharp federal budget cuts 
of almcst 914 billion “or fiscal 1984 to try to control infiation. There were not 
many specifics at the time about where the cuts would occur, except that the De- 
fense Dept. would not be cut much, Later meetings with federal officials revealed 
that the Transportation Dept, budget wil? be cut by 91.075 billion, Planned cuts 
now include: 9455 million in highways, $120 million in auto use management (car- 
pools, exclusive pus lanes, etc.j, $319 million in mass transit, $105 million in 
passenger rail, and 532 mi}lion in aeronautics. There would be other cuts for the 
Ceast Guard and the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, (The 9105 
million cut from passenger rail exactly equals the amount being authorized by 
Congress for the emerging corridors.) Fiscal 1980 budgets will have to be cut in 
order to achieve reductions in the 1981 budget, officials said. for example, 
of 93.5 billion in highway funds to be obligated yet in fiscal 1980, $1.5 billion 
will have to be cut out. Fiscal 1980 ends next Sep 30..... 

x «* & 


THE PRESIDENT'S ANNOUNCEMENT came just efght days after Secretary of Transpor- 
tation Goldschmidt said he was seeking $17 billion more in capital and operating 
funds for public transit systems for fiscal years 1980-85, bringing the 6-year 
authorization up to almost 929 billion. But after the announced cuts, Goldschmidt 
defended them. He told reporters in San Francisco on Mar 20 that even tho the 
DOT's $1 billion supplemental appropriation would be cut, he would "protect" money 
fer rail modernization and for replacement of buses. He said that "most proposals 
to axpand Amtrak service will fare poorly. Instead, our efforts are to just get 
increased productivity out of the basic systea"..... 

THE BN'S VOLCANO: The Surlington Northern owns part of an erupting volcano. 
The railroad claims the top square mile of Nt. St. Helens in southern Washington 
State, which mountain began erupting on Mar 27 for the first time since 1857, 

The 9671-foot volcano is about 30 miles east of the BN line used by the COAST 
STARLIGHT, aimost due east of Kelso 4A, and weather permitting, its activity 
should be clearly visible to STARLIGHT passengers..... 

THE UNION PACIFIC and the Hisscuri Pacific have approved a merger agreement 
for the two railroads, and it must be okayed by the ICC and by stockholders. 

The UP is also making plans to acquire the Western Pacific..... 

THE MILWAUKEE RCAD will get a revised bankruptcy reorganization plan on May 

15. The BN has had approval of its bid to buy about 450 miles of its Tine..... 
x e 

175 TECKETRON QUTLETS in the Northeast Corridor are selling Amtrak tickets as 
of Mar 17, as a one-year pilot project. Only unreserved tickets for NE Corridor 
trains are being handled. Ticketron is a nationwide computerized ticket service 
for sporting events, theater, etc., With 940 locations nationwide, it sells 
700,000 tickets waekly..... 

NORTH WESTERN RAILROAD station in Chicago has been turned down for historic 
landeark status by the [Vinois Historic Sites Advisory Committee..... 

A FURTHER REPORT on the early March snowstorm on the East Coast by reader Rob- 
ert Clark of Sanford FL whe reports the following instances of lateness of the 
Florida trains there: Mar 1, train 87 late Ghr, 40min; Nar 2, train 81 2hr 30min; 
train 87 Shr 50min; Auto-Train 18hrs; Mar 3, train 81 Thrs; train 87 Bhr 15min; 
Auto-Train apparently annulled; Mar 4, train 87 2hrs; Mar 5, train 87 4hrs..es. 

THOSE HEAVY RAINS in Southern California washed out a Santa Fe trestle between 
San Clemente and San Onofre, as reported earlier, on Feb 18, The first train of 
of the morning, train 781, was forced to return to San Diego, Southbound service 
resumed on Feb 22, with normal service running 50-60mins late. The first north- 
bound SAN DIEGAN left San Diego at 1pm..... 

THE CONNECTICUT DOT SPV-2000 railcars are now in the final stages of work at 
Budd's Philadelphia plant. They should be in operation about Apr 27..... 

AMTRAK GUIDE 006 transpertation policy was recently changed, The policy was 
expanded to permit the travel of a seeing eye or a hearing ear dog when accompan- 
ied ve trainer or person who isdelivering the dot to its owner/user..... 
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THE BROADWAY LIMITED is expected to begin an operational change on Apr 27, with 
the split of the two sections occurring in Philadelphia instead of Harrisburg, as 
noted last issue. How to do this is being decided now, and may be as follows: 
eastbound, the train would run thru to Philadelphia with F40 engines. From there 
the NY section would run north behind an electric loco (E60 or AEM7) with the 
cars running backwards. The Washington cars would run south on the rear of train 
111, Northbound, the Washington cars would come up on train 142 to weet the 
southbound NY cars at Philadelphia. The two sections would then be joined and 
head west behind F40's. The NATIONAL LIMITED did the same operation there. 

Note that on the first all-electric run of the BROADWAY two F40 diesels brought 
the Washington section all the way in--an unusual occurrence there..... 
s « * 


THE SAN OIEGAN preliminary February ridership figures vere released this 
month: a total of 79,609 passengers rode, an increase of 30% over the 61,217 in 
Feb 1979. There were four days of service interruptions due to weather condi- 
tions, Without them, the increase would have been even greater..... 

THE SAN JOAQUIN bargain $5 return trip coupons printed in newspapers along 
the route can be obtained unti] Mar 31 by mail. Write to: Amtrak Coupons, Dept. 
of Transportation, 1120 N Street, Sacramento CA 95814. Coupons are gold thru 
Apr 27..... A DETROIT-TOLEDO train may be running by this suaser, Amtrak 
said, if the corporation can persuade local communities to lift speed restric- 
tions on the line. Five towns have slow speed limits that would lengthen a 
normal one-hour trip to two hours. The train would make connections with the 
LAKE SHORE LIMITED in Toledo..... 

OREGON RAIL ADVOCATES are convinced that additional service between Portland 
and Eugene in the Willamette Valley will be started by this summer. Two round 
trips a day are expected to be added along that portion of the COAST STARLIGHT 
route, The SP seems to be relatively cooperative in this case..se. 

1OWA'S PROPOSED RE-ROUTING of the SAN FRANCISCO ZEPHYR thru Des Moines on 
Rock Island tracks, bypassing Creston, Ottumwa and other towns, has received 
sone sharp criticism from the places that would be bypassed, including the 
charge that the plan is really designed to aid the bankrupt Rock Island. Those 
who would like to involve themselves in this matter, eilor in the planning of a 
403-8 train Lincoln-Omaha, Nebraska, should contact the lowa-Nebraska Association 
of RR Passengers, PO Box 3182, Omaha NE 68103; phone 402-341-6889... 

A STREETCAR SYSTEN for Highway 50 at South Lake Talee CA has been proposed 
(Mar 14) by the State Dept. of Transportation as part of 2 comprehensive trans- 
portation plan for that badly-congested tourfst area..... 

HIGHWAY TRAFFIC DEATHS increased in 1979, said the DOT, despite a small drop i 
the amount of driving done in.the U.S, The total wes an estimated 50,745--up 8% 
froe the 50,327 of 1978. The increasing use of saadler, lighter-weight cars seers 
to be a contributing factor to the climbing deet® rate..... 

THE GLENDALE, CALIFORNIA station observes $45 S8® birthday with a ceremony on 
Mar 29. Mar 21 was the tenth anniversary ef @iseontinuance of the CAL. ZEPHYR..... 


URBAN-SUBURBAN TRANSIT (continued from page 7) 


PHILADELPHIA WILL BUY 125 cars from the Japanese firm of Nissho-Awai, city of- 
ficials announced Mar 11, for use on the Broad Street Subway. The city wanted to 
give the contract to Budd, the high bidder, to stimulate the local econony, but 
legally could not, The Japanese company vas low bidder. 

BOSTON'S MBTA SYSTEM is makign a 90-day trial run of Toronto's new CLRV street- 
cars. First public use of them in Boston was in late February. They are to run 
on the Long Branch, Bathurst line, and St. Clair Avenue. The cars are manufac- 
tured by Hawker-Siddeley in Canada. Toronto had problems with the cars in snow. 

THE SEMTA BOARD in Michigan is proposing a Detroit-Port Huron commuter Tine . 
The route would cost $1.5 billion, including subway work. page 19 
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LATEST AMTRAK RIDERSHIP FIGURES 


JANUARY 1980 FIGURES--SECOND COLUMN IS % INCREASE OVER 1979 


Amtrak aaa 


TOTAL NE CORRIDOR: 855,363 


NY-Niagara Falls 
Chicago-St. Louis 
Chicago-Nil waukee 
Chicago-Detroit 
Chicago-Carbondale 
Chicago-Quincy 
L.A.-San Diego 
Portl and-Vancouver 
Washington-Cincinnati 
Wash.-Martinsburg 
Oak] and-Bakersfield 
New York-Hontreal 
Chicago-Port Huron 
Chicago-Dubuque 
Chicago-Duluth 
Chicago-Valparaise 
Chicago-Kansas City 
TOTAL SHORT DIST.: 


Metroliners 

NE Corr Conventional 381,975 -7.5 
tlew Haven-Springfid 

NY-Phi] adelphia 205,65 
Phila-Harrisburg 
NY-Harrisburg 
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8,123 9.1 
3225336 17.1 


Washington-Hontreal 28,765 -4.0 
Hew York-Florida 54,846 6,3 
Chicago-NY¥/Washington 18,569 31.9 
Chicago-Cincinnati/DC 8,667 13.4 
Chicago-Seattle 17,426 40.8 
Chicago-S.F./L.A.* 38,275 97.9 
Chicago-Los Angeles 22,046 18.2 


Chicago-New Orleans 
Chicago-Texas 

L.A -New Orleans 
L.A.-Seattle 
Chicago-NY/Soston 
Boston-Newport News 
New York-Savannah 
Seattle-Salt Lake 


15,105 ~16.0 
14,616 20.9 
6,752 10.7 
37,209 10.9 
21,529 20.1 
49,398 4,8 
29,536 1.6 
13,623 8.8 


New York-New Grleans 16,225 = 


TOTAL LONG DIST.: 
Special trains 
SYSTEM TOTAL: 


392 ,585 
1,576,964 


j 
6,680 5 


*SAN FRANCISCO ZEPHYR plus 


DESERT WIND 


Amtrak released the above January ridership figures on Mar 20. The December 


figures appeared in issue no. 200. The uninspiring .1% increase systemwide, com 


pared with Jan 1979, was in large part due to the discontinuance of five routes 


last October. Those five routes accounted for 52,812 riders in Jan 1979, and if 


they are eliminated from 
on the routes remaining. 


the sched pel month, the 1980 increase comes to 3.6% 


A 4.8 


ridership drop in the Northeast Corridor comes 


to a loss of 41,057 riders, but some of these are included in the data for Bos- 


ton-Newport News, New York-Savannah, and Kashington-Montreal routes. However, 


those three routes also showed drops in January. Short distance and long dis- 


tance routes were up substantially, accounting for 55,119 and 54,569 new riders. 
Los Angelas-San Diego accounted for the biggest hunk of these--23,968 new riders. 


Amtrak's Marketing Dept. is still following the peculiar practice of including 


SAN FRANCISCO ZEPHYR and DESERT WIND riders in a single total. 


RAIL FANTRIPS 


May 3i-Jun 1: "Potatoland Special” on B&A RR in Maine, Ist coach excursion since 
BL-2 diesel, open-window cars, runbys, overnight in Presque 
ub, Box 2468, So. Portland ME 04106. 207.799-5955 


Apr 19: Trip over entire Mercersburg RR in gondola car (hardy adults only), $15. 


1961, Over 400 wis 


Isle, $80 before 5/8. 470 RR C) 


Lv Lemasters PA Tlam, back at 4:30; 27-mi RT. Bus avai). from Capital Beltway, 


Silver Spr or Rockville. GW. Schafer Ii1, 9272 Canterbury Riding, Laurel MD 20810 
May 18: "Mississippi Zephyr" Chicago-Dubuque. See ad on page 23. 


One Rail Fantrips listing is free. Yo be sure of entry in time, have it in to us 
at least 4 weeks before event. RAIL TRAVEL NEWS, Fantrips Dept, PO Box 9007, 


Berkeley CA 94709. 
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CARS & CONSISTS 


“SOUTHWEST LINITED, train 3, Kansas City Mar 22: engines 516, 527, 518 (SDP's); 
cars 1232, 1002, 1247, 9995, 9936, 9944, 9933, 3313, 8068, 2256 "Star View", 2755 
"Palm Lore, 2700 "Lake Wales", (deadheads to La Junta:) 10605, 21091. 


*BROADWAY LIMITED, train 41, Harrisburg Mar 20: engines 4904, 4924 (NY section), 
4926 (Wash. section) (G6-1"s, off at Hbg; 431, 474, 437 (E's, on at Hbg); cars 
1211, 1002 "Silver Bear", 2718 "Pine Dawn", 2698, 5648, 5656, 3302, 8805-8806, 
8323 (as lounge), 5630, 4856, 2650 "Silver Point", "Rivanna River" (ex-SR). 

*SHENANDOAH, train 33, Silver Spring MO Mar 4: engine 268 (F40); cars 2932 
"Pacific Waters", 20032 Amcafe, 21810, 21102, 21141. 

*LAKE SHORE LIMITED, train 48, New York Mar 8: engines 491, 488; cars 4626 dead~ 
head, 1611, 2887, 8504, Amcafe 20048, 4614, 4607, 4700, 4701, 

*SILVER METEOR ale 87, I" York Har 


9: engines 4930, 49 =1"s); 1 
12,2695, 2851 (ae "3083" "Lech Arke? 


Ill I aig", 8023, 4418, 4459, 4458, 4432, 3301, 
ega 4466, 4590, 4446, 8004, 3206 "Rapid 


Stream®, 2852 (ex-SR), 


*SUPER CONTINENTAL, VIA train 4, Ede 
PPOLUTBS | conten Feb 21: engines 6501 (A), 6810 


: 8); cars 9672 bag, Dayniter 5597 h 
include the Desert Wind (8); 9, vay pe SRY 
5597, dome lounge "Athabasca", diner 1361, 
IOWA A S slprs "Laird Van Fhe j "Edgundston®, 


"Stuart Manor®, 

*BLACK HAWK, train 370, Galena iL Feb 
22: engine 327 (F40); cars 4704 (HEP-con- 
verted coach), Amcafe 20031. 

*INTER-ANERICAN, train 22, Dallas Mar 
9: engines 319, 284 (F40's); cars 1223, 
21208, 20029, 21886, 21834, 21881, 20225 
2941 "Pacific Waters*®, 


= Robert J. Swan Box 1866 
= cola yst Long Beach, CA 90801 Eee 
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he Annual General Meeting of Transport 2000 Canada vill take place at the 
Richelieu Inn, 430 Ouellette Ave., Windsor, Ontario on Sun., Oct 12 1980, 1:30ps. 


Railroadiana Auction Sat. May 3 sponsored by Pottstown NRHS at Old St. Lukes 
Church, behind the Post Office Gilbertsville PA, 400 lots of collectibles. Lan- 
terns, Builder Plates, Timetables, and much more. For info write: Ted Maurer, 


1930 N. Charlotte St., Pottstown PA 19464. Inspection at Sam, sale at 11am. 


TROLLEY FANS: Read "Trolley Trails Through the West". Volumes 1-Yakina, 2-Seattle, 
3-Portland, 4-Tacoma/Spokane/Bellinghan, 5-Montana/Utah, 6-Western Canada $3.00 ea, 
NEW: Volume 7 ~ Northern California $4.00. Moneyback guarantee. 
Wilson Brothers Publications, Box 712rtn, Yakima WA 98907. 
VISITING PHILADELPHIA? First read "Delaware Valley Rails®, the complete rail- 
road and rail transit guide to the region's 15 counties. 192 pages of facts 
rosters, maps, and photos. Flyer available. $9 (Pennsylvanians add 54¢ tax}; 
$10 outside U.S. Order from: John R. Pawson, Box 411, Willow Grove PA 19090. 
RTW ADVERTISING RATES: Express Ads $1 per line of 80 spaces. Display ads only 
$1.25 per square inch. RAIL TRAVEL NEWS, Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709, 
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EXPRESS ADS 


RAINS!!! We know then!!! we ride thent!! We sell train tickets!!! 
Call us for tickets and reservations for your next trip!!! 

GREAT WESTERN TOURS, 639 Market St., Suite 900, San Francisco 94105. 
(415) 398-2994. P.S. We sell air tickets, too. 

JOIN THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF TIMETABLE CCLLECTORS, 272 annual membership 
brings two regular publications and many benefits for the collector. Sample pub- 
lication free. Tom Coval, Membership Director, 21£. Robin Rd, Hollanc PA 18966, 
TONTS FAMOUS TIMETABLE GRAB BAGS only $12. Criginal clear plastic slip covers for 
public timetables only $7.25 per 100, . 
Ton Coval, 21 .E. Robin Road, Holland PA 18966. 
DINING CAR DISHES, glasses, silver, cloth. Timetables, guides, stationery, rules, §f 
metal & Pullwan items, annual reports from 30 railroads. Long stamped envelope : 
brings list. J. McClellan, 1752 S. Wichita, Kichita, Kan. 67213, Will buy items. § 


TRAIN THROUGH MEXICO lets you see Mexico's "back-country® the economical , relaxing.s 
exciting way--by train and save 35%. Write R.T. Peck, Drawer 72, Whittier CA 90608 8 
TIMETABLES: NEW VIA Rail system folder Feb 3-Apr 26 1980; also never-issued fal} 
1979 VIA folder. $1 for handling and postage to: TRANSPORT 2000, Box 300, Term. A,E 
Ottawa, Ont., Canada KIN 8Y3. 

TRAVEL ON CANADIAN TRAINS this year. They are clean, convenient and relatively 
economical. Your dollar buys $1.15 Canadian. To reserve call: Boston, 617-426- 
7974; Buffalo, 716-856-2940; Chicago, 312-346-6222; Detroit, 313-963-6037; New 
York, 212-586-6066, 


TRANS-ACTION: Guarterly rail and transit journal, $10 per year. NARP members §5. 
Box 300, Term. A, Ottawa, Ont., Canada KIN 8V3. 


AMTRAK TRAVELERS - Reserve NCW for summer travel. Avoid disappointments of early 
sellouts due to gas prices and fare increases. Reserve with the Rail Specialists 
--where rail is our only business. 


Let's Travel Tours, P 0 Box 2768, Riverside CA 92516. (714) 787-8350. 


Western Railroadiana Collectors’ Faire, sponsored by National Association of Time- 
table Collectors. Saturday, May 3, 1980, Holiday Inn North, 1900 Canterbury Rd., 
at Freeway 160, Sacramento, CA. Hours 9:00 am to 4:30 pm. Tables available: 
Members $10.00, Non-Members $20.00. Admission $1.00, Contact Roy Gabriel, 

Box 981, Sacramento, CA 95805. 


THE MISSISSIPPI ZEPHYR fs coming soon! The Twentieth Century Railroad Club's tri- 
bute to America's disappearing domes will operate one tine only, Sunday, May 18. 
Don's miss what may be the last chance to experience Vista-Dome viewing from a mid 
west doneliner. Operates Chicago-Dubuque, lowa (with a stop in historic Galena) 
over ICG trackage. Special train leaves Chicago 10 a.m. and returns about 9 p.m, 
Consist to include Vista-Dome Coaches, E-Units, and a lounge car (all subject to 
availability). Photo stops. RailFair 80 also includes the Ninth Annual Chicago 
Railfan Luncheon and an evening of railroad video entertainment by After Image, 
Ltd., Saturday May 17. Oetafls on all this and more from Unirail, Department N, 
P.0. Box A-3258, Chicago, IL 60690. Enclose SASE. 

DON'T DIAL AMTRAK! Dial (415) 326-7330 for your reservations and avoid busy sig- 
nals and "holds"! Low fares for families, handicapped travelers, senior citizens. 


We sell Britrail and Eurail passes. Call "The Railfans" at Accent on Travel, 
1030 Curtis St., Menlo Park, California 94025, (415) 326-7330. i 


GOLDEN STATE RAILS 


A contemporary photo essay of railroading 
in California. 84x11, softbound, with 60 
B/W photos, 64 pages with eight chapters, 
consisting of mainline operations, Amtrak, 
Sierra RR passenger runs and more. Also a 
Took at some of the passenger excursions 
of the 1960's. 


GF TRAINS, 


y through “back-country” 


y 


FULLY ESCORTED © ECONOMICAL © RELARING » EXCITING 


' The best way is by 


_train — fully escorted. = Preepublication offer until June--§7.95 


After: June 1--§8.95 
Calif. residents please add 6% sales tax. 
Please send check or money order to: 
WESLEY FOX 
P.O. BOX 492 
BRISBANE CA 94005 


COSTS 35% LESS 


than the average fully-escorted 
tour — anywhere. May we prove it? 


>>>>>3 


R.T.Peck,Drawer 72, Whittier, CA 90608! 
(213) 945-2678 2% 
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| The Twentieth Century Railroad Club Presents | ; 
MISSISSIPPI ZEPHYR 


A Special Exeursion Train 
Between Chicago and Dubuque , lowa 
SUNPAY , MAY 13 


With a special consiet : 


VISTA DOME coacues W LOUNGE car WPxoto STOPS } 


The Twentieth Century Railroad Club pays tribute to the rapidly disapreari 
dome car with this apecial train of dome and classic Cet hep entice. 
Train departs Chicago 10am. for a mid-afternoon arrival in Dubuque. (passen- 
gers may al6o debark in historic Galena.) A delicious buffet sian will ve 
available at the Magnificent Julian Hote! in Dubuque — jut only to those 
who order the Sunday Pinner with their tickets. Return to Chicagd about p.m. 


The Mississippi Zephur is a part of Zailfair Bo, which includes the Ninth : 
Chicago Railfan Lanchean at the Chicago Union League Club. Featured ate “speak- 


ers of note in the railroad industry, and an evening of railre i 
allon Saturday , May !7< " Sic 


E-uUNITS 


FARES 


Kound Trip Chicago /Dubuque or Galena ..---.,--= $ 65.00 
Sunday Dinner in Dubvave (must ve ordered now)..-.- 1.50 
Nivth Avnval Chicago Kaillan Luncheon. .----e---- 1-06 


if available, at the door... -22.-2 222 12.50 
Tickets for Saturday evening's railroad video program will ve Sold at the door D 


To order tickets, or request further information if 
envelope to RICHARD A. BECOKS / Bi00 s. hl ops ea a aaa 
| TICKET MANAGER | 
Complete scheduling and other information will be mailed to you with your tickets. 
All orders received atter May7 will be held for pick-up on the day of events 
Although sales cut-off dates have not yet been established , tickets for come events 
may wot be cold atter May to, No refunds issued unless event is cancelleds 
Equipment is cubject to availability and cubstituhors: RAILEAIR 80 
ee eer es 
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